Intonational marking of Dena’ina Language
narrative and syntactic units in
a Dena’ina text

Also known as
Tanaina

Alaskan
Athabascan
Spoken by < 60
people
Non-tonal
language

In order to investigate
sentence intonation
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translator supported by infonation?
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Methods

» Measure eabh syllable-for rhyme length..

» Measure each syllable at two points for
“pitch(F0) ==

+ See whether ther?a‘ igni ificant

difference between syllables |n
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Expectations

Following resUIts by Holten (2000), Tuttle ..
(1998 2005) we expect to find:

* Final Iowerlng at ﬁ'@m unlts»
- Final lengthening at the end of umt

Dena’ina syllables

* Coda is limited to one consonant
* Onset is limited to three consonants
* (C)(C)CV(C)




Dena’ina syllables Results: Length
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Results: Length Results: Length

Rhyme length depending on utterance position * We observe significant Iengthening of
. ‘ the final syllable of an utterance
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Inmtial

FO depending on utterance position

Std Err
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Initial 83 137.1— 176+ r=i-g==l =
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Final T2 117,_7 ) 1.7
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» We observe significant final: lowering

Pauses

Effect of utterance-internal pause on FO
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at constitutes a sentence?

» A tensed, non-relativized verb ends a sentence

(1) mhm003
Guna geshqga vey’a Kk’get’us.
these locals rich man hisson they were cutting fish
Gladys Evanoff ‘Those people and the rich man’s son were cutting

fish.” |

« Aggie'Aléxie
» James Kari -

at constitutes a sentence? at constitutes a sentence?
« Anything that ends in a sentence-final particle
shit etc. ‘Evidential’
du/da ‘Question’
ch'u/ha’ ‘and’
fu ‘it is said’

“Him, carrying that little fist egg,
helped him wTh hIS foot.’

pplication of criteria to

at constitutes a sentence?
Mouse Story

. ; « Units that contain exactly one verb and
1t'aen, el u. = .
e LG e one sentence-final particle are correctly
““You burnt her,” he said to him.’ interpreted as sentences

its containing more than one verb,
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